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Native New Zealand wetland birds 
 

Scientific name Common name Status 

Order Podicipediformes 
Grebes – Family Podicipedidae 
Podiceps cristatus    

P. cristatus australis Australasian crested 
grebe/kāmana 

Native 

   
Poliocephalus rufopectus  New Zealand dabchick/weiweia Endemic, threatened 
Tachybaptus novaehollandiae    

T. novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae  

Australasian little grebe New native 

   

Order Pelecaniformes  
Cormorants and shags – Family Phalacrocoracidae 

Phalacrocorax carbo    
P. carbo novaehollandiae Black shag/kawau Native 

Phalacrocorax varius    
P. varius varius  Pied shag/kāruhiruhi Native 

Phalacrocorax sulcirostris  Little black shag Native 
Phalacrocorax melanoleucos    

P. melanoleucos 
brevirostris  

Little shag/kawaupaka Endemic subspecies 

   

Order Ciconiiformes 
Herons and bitterns – Family Ardeidae 
Ardea novaehollandiae    

A. novaehollandiae 
novaehollandiae 

White-faced heron Native 

Egretta alba   
E. alba modesta White heron/kōtuku Native 

Egretta sacra    
E. sacra sacra Reef heron/matuku moana Native 

Nycticorax caledonicus Nankeen night heron New native 
Botaurus poiciloptilus Australasian bittern/matuku Native 
Ixobrychus novaezelandiae New Zealand little bittern Endemic, extinct 
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Ibises and spoonbills – Family Threskiornithidae 
Platalea regia Royal spoonbill/kōtuku-

ngutupapa 
New native 

 

Order Anseriformes 
Swans, geese and ducks – Family Anatidae 
Cygnus atratus Black swan Native (also introduced) 
Cnemiornis calcitrans  South Is. goose Endemic, extinct 
Cnemiornis gracilis North Is. goose Endemic, extinct 
Oxyura vantetsi New Zealand stiff-tailed duck Endemic, extinct 
Biziura delautouri New Zealand musk duck Endemic, extinct 
Malacorhynchus scarletti Scarlett’s duck Endemic, extinct 
Tadorna variegata Paradise shelduck/pūtangitangi Endemic 
Mergus australis Southern merganser Endemic, extinct 
Chenonetta finschi Finsch’s duck Endemic, extinct 
Hymenolaimus 
malacorhynchos 

Whio/blue duck Endemic, threatened 

Pachyanas chathamica Chatham Island duck Chathams endemic, 
extinct 

Anas chlorotis Brown teal/pāteke Endemic, threatened 
Anas aucklandica Auckland Island teal Auckland Is. endemic 
Anas nesiotis Campbell Island teal Campbell Is. endemic, 

threatened 
Anas gracilis Grey teal/tētē Native 
Anas superciliosa   

A. superciliosa superciliosa Grey duck/pārea Native 
Anas rhynchotis Australasian 

shoveler/kuruwhengu 
Native 

Aythya novaeseelandiae New Zealand scaup/pāpango Endemic 
   

Order Gruiformes 
Rails, gallinules and coots – Family Rallidae 
Gallirallus philippensis   

G. philippensis assimilis Banded rail/moho-pererū Native 
Gallirallus dieffenbachii Dieffenbach’s rail/mehoriki Chathams endemic, 

extinct 
Cabalus modestus Hutton’s rail/mātirakahu Chathams endemic, 

extinct 
Diaphorapteryx hawkinsi Hawkin’s rail/mehonui Chathams endemic, 

extinct 
Dryolimnas muelleri Auckland Island rail  Auckland Is. endemic 
Porzana tabuensis Spotless crake/puweto Native 
Porzana pusilla   
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P. pusilla affinis Marsh crake Endemic subspecies 
Gallinula hodgenorum Hodgen’s waterhen Endemic, extinct 
Porphyrio melanotus Pūkeko/purple swamphen Native 
Fulica atra   

F. atra australis Australian coot New native 
Fulica prisca New Zealand coot Endemic, extinct 
Fulica chathamensis Chatham Island coot Chathams endemic, 

extinct 
   

Order Coraciiformes 
Kingfishers – Family Alcedinidae 
Todiramphus sanctus   

T. sanctus vagans New Zealand kingfisher Native 
   

Order Passeriformes 
Old World warblers – Family Sylviidae 
Bowdleria punctata  Endemic 

B. punctata vealeae North Is. fernbird/mātātā  
B. punctata punctata South Is. fernbird/mātātā  
B. punctata stewartiana Stewart Is. fernbird/mātātā Threatened 
B. punctata wilsoni Codfish Is. fernbird/mātātā Threatened 
B. punctata caudata Snares Is. fernbird/mātātā  

B. rufescens Chatham Is. fernbird Endemic, extinct 
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